
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: November 20, 2020 
Subject: York County Yellow Designation 
 
Dear RSU 23 Community: 
 
Today, the DOE and Maine CDC designated York County as yellow which by definition means that York County has                   
an elevated risk of COVID-19 spread and that a hybrid (Yellow) instructional model should be adopted. RSU 23                  
remains committed to the health and safety of the entire school community and given the statewide uptick in                  
COVID-19 we will continue our Yellow Hybrid instructional plan currently in place until at least April 26, 2021                  
unless we are designated RED and need to be in a remote learning model. Soon I will be sending out                    
information about virtual parent forums we will be holding in December, similar to the sessions we held in                  
August for the public so we may answer any questions or concerns. The DOE and Maine CDC will continue to                    
provide weekly assessments every Friday and we will provide additional health and safety information as it becomes                 
available. 
 
SCHOOLS ARE SAFE PLACES 
Maine DHHS and Maine CDC continue to review evidence that indicates lower transmission of COVID-19 in schools                 
compared to the general population. Over the last 30 days, the new case rate in Maine schools, including both students                    
and staff, was 8.8 cases per 10,000. That compares to 19.9 cases per 10,000 in Maine overall. Our schools and                    
in-person learning continue to be the safe places for students and staff. 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY: We encourage all members of the RSU 23 school community to continue to do their part to 
mitigate the transmission of COVID-19. Continuing strict adherence to the social distancing and mask requirements is 
critically important as we move into the Winter months. Our RSU 23 Health Services Team is available by email or 
phone to assist you with any health-related questions. Please continue using the Maine DOE Pre-Screening Tool daily 
to monitor your health and, if answering yes to any of the 4 questions, please consult your physician/provider.  They 
will assist you with management, treatment,  and testing criteria.  You may be calling your doctor more than once. 
They are aware and are ready.  
 
In closing, RSU 23 is here to work alongside you and as we navigate this public health concern. The health and safety                      
of our students, staff, and community remains paramount in our decision making process. We recognize the challenges                 
that lie ahead and our team will continue to plan for a range of public health outcomes and remain ready to support you                       
wherever and whenever we can.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Suttie, RSU 23 Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Pre-Screening%20Tool_4.pdf

